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		Abstract

		I explore the connection between income inequality and health in both poor and rich countries. I discuss a range of mechanisms, including nonlinear income effects, credit restrictions, nutritional traps, public goods provision, and relative deprivation. I review the evidence on the effects of income inequality on the rate of decline of mortality over time, on geographical pattens of mortality, and on individual-level mortality. Much of the literature needs to be treated skeptically, if only because of the low quality of much of the data on income inequality. Although there are many puzzles that remain, I conclude that there is no direct link from income inequality to ill-health; individuals are no more likely to die if they live in more unequal places. The raw correlations that are sometimes found are likely the result of factors other than income inequality, some of which are intimately linked to broader notions of inequality and unfairness. That income inequality itself is not a health risk does not deny the importance for health of other inequalities, nor of the social environment. Whether income redistribution can improve population health does not depend on a direct effect of income inequality and remains an open question. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	






	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Deaton,  Angus S., Health, Inequality, and Economic Development (June 2001). NBER Working Paper No. w8318,  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=272680
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	

	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Angus S. Deaton (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				Princeton University  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Woodrow Wilson School
Princeton, NJ  08544
United States
609-258-5967 (Phone)
609-258-5974 (Fax)

				

				
			

			
				
				
					HOME PAGE: http://www.wws.princeton.edu/~deaton
				

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				National Bureau of Economic Research (NBER) 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					1050 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, MA  02138
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				      237

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			    5,455

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			  235,650

		

		
	


	
		
            
            	       29 Citations
		

	

	
		
			
				      124 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    NBER Working Paper Series

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                NBER Working Paper Series

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                           12,243

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           32,681

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Health Care Law & Policy eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Health Care Law & Policy eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              736

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            8,199

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Erin C. Fuse Brown at Georgia State University College of Law , Jaime S. King at Faculty of Law, The University of Auckland

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


            

            
                
                

                	
                    Development Economics: Women, Gender, & Human Development eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Development Economics: Women, Gender, & Human Development eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              671

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           11,397

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Health Economics eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Health Economics eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              618

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           18,302

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Development Economics: Macroeconomic Issues in Developing Economies eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Development Economics: Macroeconomic Issues in Developing Economies eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              609

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           26,330

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                



                
            

            
        
        
        
                 
        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Time Preference and Health: An Exploratory Study

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Victor R. Fuchs
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Economic Status and Health in Childhood: The Origins of the Gradient

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Anne Case, 
                                    
                                
                                    
                                    Darren H. Lubotsky, ...
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Economic Status and Health in Childhood: The Origins of the Gradient

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Anne Case, 
                                    
                                
                                    
                                    Darren H. Lubotsky, ...
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                        	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Health Insurance Eligibility, Utilization of Medical Care, and Child    Health

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Janet Currie
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Jonathan Gruber
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Is the Impact of Health Shocks Cushioned by Socioeconomic Status?  the Case of Low Birthweight

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Janet Currie
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Rosemary Hyson
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Mortality, Education, Income, and Inequality Among American Cohorts

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Angus Deaton
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Christina H. Paxson
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            From Cradle to Grave? The Lasting Impact of Childhood Health and Circumstance

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Anne Case, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Angela R. Fertig, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Socioeconomic Status and Health: Why is the Relationship Stronger for Older Children?

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Janet Currie
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Mark Stabile
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            What Do Self-Reported, Objective, Measures of Health Measure?

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Michael Baker, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Mark Stabile, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Why is Health Related to Socioeconomic Status?

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Ellen Meara
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        



            
            
                 
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l200 in   0.095 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

